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B own Acton

\ddress 250 Central Street

B{istoric Name West Acton Universalist

Church

llse: Present theater

Original church

DESCRIPTION

ate 1868

urce Phalen

tyle Gothic Revival

Architect unknown

Sketch Map: Draw map show1ng property S. ]ocatlon

. in relation to nearest cross streets and/or Exterior Wall Fabric clapboards
geographical features. Indicate all buildings '
between inventoried property and nearest Outbuildings rione
intersection(s).
Indicate north F-2B -0
| ‘ Major Alterations (with dates)

rear addition (early 20th c)

Condition Good

N
l K X 9 = X Moved o Date
\)< WK N . ’*% Acreage _ 1ess than one acre

Setting on a residential street, adjace

cHyrRcH

to West Acton.village, among a row of

“PefeL
mArsS AVE-

houses built between 1840 and 1900.

UTM REFERENCE Recorded by Schuler and Johnson/A. Dodsc

USGS QUADRANGLE Organization Acton Historical Commission

SCALE Date May 1990




NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community.

See Inventory Continuation Form

R ﬁ»\

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the community.

See Inventory Continuation Form

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

Phalen, History of the Town of Acton
Interview/ A. Dodson
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200 CEMTEON STREET /7 HISTORTOS DESCRIFPTIONM:

This church mas bullt in 1858 by the Eest Sooisty of the Universalistis in
foton. The Hesst fScton Universalist Churoch was the sscond chwreh built in
West fcton. It followed the construction of the Hest Acton Baptist Church
in 1854 izss SFE Centrall. This buwilding served as a chwoh wuntil 1725 when
it was pwchased and donsted to the Hest Acton Women®s Dlub. The church is
i ussd as a2 loocasl sitages thesater.

The first Universalist Booisty of Prtnn was formed, with slisven members, in
1814, Legzlly incorooratsd in 1BZL, with %i%ty paving membsrs, the Socisby
mat in priv dwsllings in the 18Z0s. In the late 1830z, thes Universalists
worshipped in the First Farish Church in Acton Center. During the late
1850=s. iUniversalist socisties gathered in Hest and South Acton.  The West
foton Universalists met in Robinson®s Hall, later Grand &rmy Hall
{demolishedy. In 1848 the West fActon socliebty built the church at Z5B0O
Central. Reverand Bdwin Davis headed both socisties from 1864 to 1871, He
was followsed by Reverend 1.0, BEnowlion, who lived nest door at 249 Central
{zes form} and was pastor o both societies from 1B75-18%2.  In 1874, a
growyp of thiriy persons was tormally organized into fhe Hest Soton
Universalist Chuwoh.

By 1525, the churoh was no longsy ussed for religlious purposses. It was
nurchassed the same yvear by Arthuwr Blanchard (seese B4 Hindsord, bGeorge C.
Wright (sse &15 Mass Ave!, and George V. Mead (see 348-57& Maszs Ave), who
gave the property Lo the Mest Adcton Momsn®s Club begun by Mrs. Luoy Mazad in
1850 {zes 244 Centrall. In the 1930z, the Chwoh was ussd as 8 communid
center with the first adulit sducation program in Scton. It currently housss
a local theatesr.

Central Strest was known, bhefors 1735, sz the "Road from Concord o SBhow®
then by 17464 as the "County Rosd. " Close to the village center, Central
Strest was ssttled with modest mid-century houses erected after the 1845
arrival of ths raillroad, In the latter decadss of the 1%th century,
development on Dentral Sirest sextended furither south along the road and
included largsr dwellings. Unlike the high stvyle houses built on Windsor
Svenus, most of Lhe houses on Central were simply designed. During this
period, Hest Acton’s menufactwriss included the Hall Brothers Pail and Churn
Factory, nearby on Osnitral (230334 the Enowlibton Cigsy Factory (525 Mass
fvel, E.0. Parksr and Do, grain and grist mills (see 259 &rlingtond, and
others.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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